
Rexnord diverts 6,000 
pounds of landfill waste 

in just one year
with SorbIts® reusable oil absorbents

Challenge
Prior to using SorbIts®, 

Rexnord was using 
disposable oil absorbents 

to handle leaks, drips, and 
spills at its Canal Street facility. 

While the product worked, it 
was wasteful, and didn’t hold a lot 

of fluid, resulting in frequent replacing of product by 
employees.

Solution
After conducting an analysis, the project leaders at 
Rexnord determined they could incorporate a reusable 
oil absorbent program with no added cost and a big 
environmental win. Reusable absorbents offer several 
key benefits over single-use pig mats and pads:

• Launderable mats and pads are more durable and 
absorbent, which supports housekeeping and 
safety efforts.

• Waste oils are captured and recycled to reduce 
environmental impact.

• Reuse programs support Rexnord’s waste 
reduction efforts.

Rexnord’s Canal Street facility partnered with ITU 
AbsorbTech, an environmental service company, to 
implement SorbIts®, a fully managed absorbent reuse 
program.  

“The absorbents are being washed instead of landfilled, 
which supports our initiatives for Corporate Social 
Responsibility,” says Morgan Keck, Environmental 
Engineer at Rexnord.  

The ITU AbsorbTech team conducted a trial to ensure 
the program would meet Rexnord’s standards for 
safety and housekeeping. The trial showed Rexnord 
how the program would benefit them. ITU AbsorbTech 

installed a SorbIts® program 
throughout the facility, 
including product staging, signs, and training.    

On a regular schedule, ITU AbsorbTech picks up 
soiled absorbents and drops off clean absorbents 
to designated storage drums within the facility. ITU 
AbsorbTech launders the absorbents at their ISO 14001 
facilities, ensuring responsible handing of the product.

“One of the key benefits of the program is the amount 
of management ITU AbsorbTech does,” says Keck. “It’s a 
very tailored approach with how they trial the program, 
talk to employees on the floor and get them set up 
with exactly what they need.”

Result
In their first year using the program, the Canal 
Street facility diverted 6,000 pounds of absorbent 
waste from landfill. The program supports Rexnord’s 
waste reduction efforts while also supporting a safer 
workspace for its operators.  Rexnord has since added a 
SorbIts® program to a second facility and hopes to add 
more in the future.  

“ITU AbsorbTech 
does a great job 
managing the 
system,” says 
Keck. “I feel 
confident that 
everything 
is being 
taken 
care of.”


